JMasonry in Utalh.

The, following communication was kanded
ug soma time since for publication, but tho
press of other matler has prevented its earlier
appesrance in our eolumns:

Since the days when the army under Johne
son-wag stationed, atComp Flpyd, who had
with them o Treveling Dispensation fo con-
veno and hold meotings of Masons, the efforts
to form a regolar Yedge, though attended
with"much zeal, had never proved puceessfyl.

*An applicaticn was made by many officers
snd soldiers at Camp Donglas for & dispensa-
tion.to form o Lodge to several jurisdictions.
The request had been universally deniod tof
{hat extont, when 3fasona were miore plenty
in thé city, that the refusal which had grected
former applicants discournged n renowal by
many who were residents of this city.

In November, 1865, Mr, W. G. 'Higley, who
had emigrated from Iowa and concluded to
neftle Lore, on*finding so much finished ma-
terial: disreprardednll former discourpgements,
devoted his-timo and attontion in calling
on such of the Mersons s ho beeame aequaint-
ed with, until ho micceeded in getting suffi-
cicnt signers to coll for o meeting. Accord-
inply, on the 9th of«November, ten or twelve
claimieg to be Masons asseubled ot the Odd
Fellows' Hall, smong whom were Wm. L.
Halsey, Wm. G. Higley, James 3. Ellis, E.
Emanuel, F. H. Lewis, J. H. Lewis, Frank
Shoemaker, and many others. After discuss.
ing some preliminsry points, an orgenization
was effected, Wm. L. Halsey being chosen
President. apd J. M. Thumond, Dsq., Seere-
tary.

THo meeting was nuanimous for starting
Masonie Lodge. -A Committee on Correspond-

ence wag appointed, which consisted of J. AL
Ellisy ¥, H. Lewls and"Wm."L. Halsey.

A permanent organization,was then effected,
styled a Masonic school of instruction, with
thie following'officers; 'W. L. Halsey, Presi-
dent; J. M. Ellis, First Assistapl; Wm, G.
Higley, Second Assistant; J, M. Thurmond,
Secretary; F. H..Lewis, Treasurer. Meetings
wero held regularly once o wesk and invitatipns
published to Masons in good standing favor-
ing ‘the formation of o Liodge to co-operate.
In sbout three weeks froin the first meeting
the Committee on Correspondence 1eposted o
favorable response from the jurisdiction of
Nevads. The members were then requested
to get their demits.  Arrangentents wero
ronde for the renting and fitting up of a suitz.
ble room. All of which having been amicably
and harmoniously accomplished by the unan-
imous nid of the Masons at a cost of about
£800, Jewels, records, farniture and various
other Masonicimplements were procured, It
wns thent apreed to mame the new Jodge,
Mount Moriah Lodge.

A petition was regularly drawn up, asking
the M. W, Joseph De Bell, then Grand Mas-
ter of Masons of Nevada, to grant a dispensa-
tion to form o lodzo of Masons at Salt’ Lake
City. Thoe petition was signed by 14 Master
Masons in good standing, and their prayer
indorsed by the lodge at Auslin, A general
jubilee and bholiday prevailed on the recepa
tion of the document, which it_took about
four months to procurd. A large and respecta-
b's Procession of Mdsons was farmed, numiber-
g about 70; after marching throughthe prin.
c¢ipal streets, they proceeded t&*Independence
Hall, when, amidst the thhong that crowded
that spacious room, the ceremony of forming
the new lodge was performed by o skillful
brother. A banqnet for-Masonsat their hall
in {the evening closed the eventful exercises of
tho day thnt planted Masonry under lepsl
authonty in Utabh. The Lodge was formed
on the 4th of February, 1866,

Lver since, the Lodge bhas wotked in har-
mony, and spread its kuowledge and use.
fulness,

Atthe lale hunual ‘commnication of tho
Grand Lodge, Aount Moriah petitioned for a
chnarter, and elected the following officers:
J. M. Elis, V. AL; W, G. Hizley, Sr, W.;
W. L. Halsey, Jr. W.; W. T. Auerbach, Sec,,
and Chas- Pn%:er, Troasurer,

The Grand Ladge, in ils wisdom, saw fit to
deny the request, and'yet asked Ddlount Mo-
nah}tn work under dispensation for another
year .

Alasons adhering $o persoeverance, this net
on the part of ‘the Grond Leodge did not
slacken tIéir zenl, and Moiint Moriah to-dey
prospers, nnd hopes” tho delay in obiaining
the,charler will enly (better qualify thewn for
the many duties and uses of a Lodge.

With the common view of ﬂll%]:ﬂhﬂﬂﬁ, to
obfai Masonic power, o number of Lrathren
bizae proeured s dispénsation from the Grand
Lodge ofsMoniana, and formed another
Lodge, thus adding to the laurels of Blasoniy
inﬁt r star; Doth lodges meeting in the samo

all, ol
- Mount Moriah, U.'[\, may rightly attribute
its origin to the efforis of W. G. Higley, who
is honored to“day.with the position of Sz, W.;
the second, yet most important office, in a
Lodgo: - =

The Lodge 35 at present composed of some
of the best citizens of this place, Their com.
mumcations are but once in each Inanar
month, whick is on' thé second Tuesdny of
ench month, The officers are-<James 3L
Ellls, Worshipful Master; William G. Hig-
Iey, Sr. Worden: Louis Cohn, Jr. Warden:
T. H. Auerbach, Secretary; Charles Popper,
Treasurer; Jns, F. Nounnonn, Sr. Deacon:
H. Aaron, Jr. Deacon; William M. Jolns and
P. Quinn, Stewards; Edwaid P. Johnson,
Marshal; T, lenben, Tyler.
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